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so  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 

tioQ :  *  Does  the  sending  of  a  measeoger  imply  that  do  additional 
troops  are  to  be  sent  nntil  his  return  F'  'Judge  Black,'  said  the 
FreBident,  impatiently  raising  both  hands,  'it  implies  nothing.'  Bat 
just  at  this  janctare,  while  Mr.  Holt  was  writing  down  the  interrogft- 
torios  to  be  propounded  to  Anderson,  the  answer  of  the  commission- 
ers arrived.  It  excited  so  mnch  disgust  and  indignation  that  there 
could  be  no  question  as  to  the  proper  disposition  of  iL  The  Presi- 
dent wrote  across  it  his  curt  refusal  to  receive  it,  and  caused  it  to  bo 
instantly  returned.  Then  turning  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  said, 
*  Be-enforcements  must  now  be  sent.'  The  order  was  made  in  the 
Cabinet ;  but  Mr.  Thompson,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  did  not 
hear  it ;  perhaps  it  was  not  intended  that  be  should. 

"  For  many  days  Mr.  Thompson  had  been  exerting  himself  to  pre- 
vent the  Carolinians  from  attacking  Anderson — an  event  which  he 
believed  would  be  equally  disastrous  to  both  sections.  To  effect  this 
purpose — which,  to  say  the  least,  was  not  unpatriotic — many  telegrams 
were  passing  between  him  and  Judge  Longstreet,  an  eminent  and  com- 
paratively reasonable  citizen  of  South  Carolina.  So  late  as  the  6th, 
the  very  day  the  vessel  sailed,  he  answered  a  direct  inquiry  of  bis  cor- 
respondent as  follows  :  'I  can  not  apeak  by  authority,  but  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  additional  troops  wtU  be  sent  to  Charleston  while  the 
present  status  lasts.  If  Fort  Sumter  is  attacked,  they  will  be  sent,  I 
believe.'  When  under  these  circumstances  he  heard  that  the  expe- 
dition was  actually  at  sea,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  was  both  amazed 
and  shocked.  He  felt  that  be  had  been  not  only  slighted,  but  de- 
ceived, and  used  as  an  nnconscions  instrument  to  produce  a  gross  and 
shameful  deception  upon  those  who  had  trusted  in  his  word  alone. 
Was  it  a  violation  of  his  official  duty  to  remove  a  delusion  which  owed 
its  existence  to  him  and  him  only  ?  He  bad  reason  to  believe  that  his 
assurances  bad  thus  far  done  mnch  to  keep  the  peace  and  to  save 
Sumter  from  assault.  Was  ho  bound  to  withdraw  them  now  that  he 
knew  them  to  be  false,  and  tbus  imperil  the  Star  of  the  West  with 
her  freight  of  human  life  ?  He  thought  he  was.  Having  given  an 
unofficial  opinion  that  re-enforcements  would  not  be  sent  at  tbo  very 
moment  when  they  were  actually  embarking,  he  determined  to  send 
an  unofficial  dispatch  to  say  that  they  had  in  fact  been  sent,  but  with- 
out his  knowledge  or  consent. 

"  He  wrote  this  dispatch  at  his  house,  and  exhibited  ft  to  Judge 
Black,  who  had  gone  there  to  diBBoade  him  from  the  aot    The  mes- 
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nnger  ot  the  departmeDt,  William  W.  Cowling,  iras  waiting  to  cany 
it  to  the  telegraph-office.  He  canght  a  few  words  of  the  earnest  dis- 
pute which  followed — Judge  Black  imploring  him  not  to  send  it,  and 
Kr.  Thompson  insisting  that  it  was  a  matter  which  deeply  concerned 
his  honor.  CowUng  was  conTinced  by  the  argument  that  Jndge 
Black  was  right  and  Mr.  Thompson  wrong.  Being  a  patriot  as  well 
as  an  official,  he  disobeyed  the  Secretary's  order,  put  the  perilous  dis- 
patch in  his  pocket,  and  left  the  Gbu'lestonians  to  find  out  the  altered 
state  of  affairs  as  best  they  conld.  His  conduct  was  cordially  ap- 
proTed  by  Mr.  Kelly,  of  the  Interior,  Judge  Black,  and  the  Hon. 
John  Sherman,  to  each  of  whom  he  revealed  it  within  a  few  hoars. 
This  dispatch,  it  is  very  clear,  was  never  seat,  but  it  is  equally  clear 
that  another  was.  Mr.  Thompson  may  have  suspected  the  fidelity  of 
Cowling,  or  may  have  leceived  another  telegram  from  Longstreet. 
At  all  events,  he  telegraphed  that  the  Star  ot  the  West  had  sailed  for 
Charleston  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  troops  on  board,  and  that  she 
ought  to  reach  the  city  on  that  day.  The  message  did  not  reach 
Charleston  until  twenty  minutes  after  five  in  the  evening.  It  was 
QODC  too  early,  for  by  daylight  the  next  morning  the  ship  was  steam- 
ing up  the  channel — and  of  the  rest  the  reader  is  already  informed. 
Of  coarse,  Mr.  Thompson  instantly  resigued  bis  office. 

"  On  the  11th  of  January  Mr.  Thomas  resigned  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  because  he  disagreed  with  the  President  and  Cabinet 
abont  affairs  at  Charleston,  and  especially  about  'the  authority  under 
existing  laws  to  enforce  the  collection  of  customs  at  the  port  of 
Charleston.'  General  Dix  took  his  place,  and  henceforth  the  Cabinet 
waa  a  unit  Perhaps  the  spirit  by  which  they  were  animated  as  a 
body  was  never  more  candidly  expressed  than  in  the  following  letter : 

"  'Srin  Dcrixmin',  January  17,  IBSl. 
" '  Mt  dbab  Sib  :  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  letter.  It  undoubt- 
edly would  be  a  great  party  move  as  between  Democrats  and  Black 
Bepublicans  to  let  the  latter  have  a  civil  war  of  their  own  making. 
It  would  also  be  poetical  as  well  as  political  justice  to  let  them  reap 
the  whirlwind  which  must  grow  out  of  the  storm  they  sowed.  But 
can  we  avoid  doing  something  ?  Is  not  the  business  altogether 
beyond  party  considerations  ?  For  South  Carolina  compels  as  to 
choose  between  the  destruction  of  the  Government  and  some  kind  of 
defense.  They  have  smitten  us  ou  one  cheek — shall  we  tarn  the 
other?  They  have  taken  our  coat — shall  we  give  them  onr  cloak 
also  7     The  gospel  commands  this  in  private  aS^rs,  but  the  rule 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


,db,Googlc 


54  MISCELLANEOUS. 

God.  Thej  thooght  thej  bad  enoceeded  in  gnarding  the  rights  of 
conscience  so  that  no  majority  vocld  erer  inrade  them.  They  gave  to 
Bigotry  no  possible  chance  for  throsting  herself  into  civil  offers  with- 
out doing  so  in  flat  rebellion  to  the  Coustitation. 

This  liberty  to  think  and  do  what  they  please  extends  to  all 
manner  of  wrong-headed  people,  bo  long  as  they  do  not  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  others.  The  widest  departure  from  the  faith  of  the 
majority  is  permitted  as  folly  as  the  most  trifling  difference  of  opinion. 
The  Baptist  may  safely  confess  bis  belief  in  immersion,  and  the  Qnaker, 
with  equal  impunity,  may  disregard  all  outward  forms.  The  Catholic 
may  celebrate  the  mass,  the  Jew  may  eat  the  passoTer,  and  eren  the 
Mohammedan  may  tarn  his  face  toward  Mecca  when  be  prays.  Some 
very  good  men  are  disgusted  at  a  liberality  so  excessire  that  it  stands 
neutral  between  the  purest  truth  and  the  grossest  error.  Their  right- 
eous souls  are  vexed  from  day*  to  day  by  the  fact  that  their  Qorem- 
ment  issuch  a  Gallic  as  to  "  care  for  none  of  these  things."  If  it  be 
wrong,  it  can  not  now  be  mended.  For  those  who  are  not  content 
with  it  there  is  no  help,  except  in  emigrating  to  some  place  where 
persecution  is  not  forbidden ;  and,  eren  then,  their  comfort  may 
depend  very  much  on  whether  they  are  permitted  to  inflict  the  perse- 
cution, or  compelled  to  soSer  it  A  British  officer,  jnst  returned  from 
India,  was  asked  what  he  thought  of  lion-hunting.  "  The  sport," 
said  he,  "  is  excellent  as  long  as  you  are  hunting  the  lion ;  bat  it  gets 
rather  disagreeable  when  the  lion  begins  to  bunt  you." 

Heterodox  people  in  this  country  are  protected  not  only  favm 
burning,  hanging,  maiming,  and  imprisonment,  but  it  is  provided 
that  even  political  disabilities  shall  not  be  imposed  on  them  for  their 
erroneous  faith.  One  sect  shall  have  no  advantage  whatever  over 
another.  Yon  shall  not  reward  the  true  believers  by  giving  them  all 
the  public  employments,  and  punish  heretics  by  a  total  exclusion. 
There  shall  be  no  religions  test  as  a  qualification  for  office.  Make 
what  other  test  you  please.  Exclude  a  man,  if  yon  like,  for  hia 
political  sentiments,  or  bis  moral  conduct,  for  his  wealth  or  his  pov- 
erty, for  bis  youth  or  his  age ;  make  war  on  bim  for  the  color  of  bis 
hair,  the  length  of  bis  legs,  or  the  shape  of  his  nose.  But  let  him 
alone  about  his  religion  :  that  is  consecrated  ground ;  that  is  a  point 
on  which  the  Constitution  has  refused  to  trust  you  with  one  particle 
of  power ;  and  wisely,  too,  for  mortal  men  are  not  fit  to  be  trusted 
with  such  power ;  they  have  never  had  it  without  abusing  it  grossly. 

These  obligations  con  not  bo  judicially  enforced.  A  private  citi- 
zen can  not  be  indicted  for  violating  the  Constitution  ;  perhaps  not 
even  for  a  conspiracy  to  violate  it.  If  be  swears  to  support  it,  the 
oath  is  promissory,  and  therefore  to  break  it  is  not  leg^  peijory.  It 
is  only  for  gross,  willful,  and  dishonest  abuse  of  power  that  even  a 
public  officer  can  be  impeached.     The  penalties  of  treason  are  never 
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70  MISCELLANEOUS. 

ence  on  th«  political  destiny  of  man  ?  Far  from  it.  Notwithstand* 
ing  th«  anfaithfulness  of  many  professors,  it  has  already  changed  the 
face  of  boman  society,  and  it  will  yet  accomplish  ita  miaaion  by  spread- 
ing peace,  independence,  truth,  justice,  and  liberty,  regulated  by  law, 
"  from  the  eea  to  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth."  But  this  'trill  be 
accomplished  only  by  reforming  and  eloTating  the  individuals  of  whom 
society  is  composed — not  by  exa^rating  commnnities  against  each 
other,  not  by  any  alliance  with  the  goTemments  of  the  world,  not  by 
any  vulgar  partnership  with  poUticians  to  kill  and  plunder  their 


Every  time  yon  reform  a  bad  man,  and  bring  his  character  up  to 
the  standard  of  Christian  morality,  you  make  an  addition,  greater  or 
less,  to  that  righteousness  which  ezalteth  a  nation,  and  subtract  an 
equal  sum  from  the  sin  which  is  a  reproach  to  any  people.  Some- 
times a  single  conversion  is  extremely  important  in  its  immediate 
effect  upon  the  public  interests  of  a  whole  nation.  Ko  doubt  the 
acceptance  of  the  truth  by  Dionysus,  the  Areopagite,  bad  much  to 
do  in  molding  the  subsequent  laws  and  customs  of  Athens.  The  con- 
version of  GonstantiDe  was  followed  by  the  instant  abrogation  of  all 
laws  which  fettered  the  conscience.  In  the  reign  of  Theodoeins  the 
people  of  Thessalonica  rose  against  the  Boman  garrison  and  killed  its 
commander.  For  this  act  of  rebellion  the  emperor  decreed  against 
them  the  curse  of  an  indiscnminato  war,  in  which  the  guilty  and  the 
innocent  were  confounded  together  in  one  general  slaughter.  His 
spiritual  "guide,  philosopher,  and  friend  "  at  the  time  was  Ambrose, 
Archbishop  of  Milan,  who  boldly  denounced  hia  cruelty,  refused  to 
give  him  tiie  sacrament,  or  even  to  administer  it  in  his  presence,  com- 
pelled him  to  take  his  seat  among  the  penitents  on  the  portico  of  the 
church,  and  induced  him  to  humble  his  diadem  in  the  dust  for  eight 
months  in  succession.  The  conscience  of  the  emperor  was  thoronghly 
awakened;  his  enhsequent  reign  was  distinguished  by  justice  and 
mercy,  the  integrity  of  the  empire  was  preserved  in  peace,  and  the 
great  "  Theodosiau  Code,"  the  product  of  that  bitter  repentance,  is 
still  read  and  quoted  for  its  admirable  union  of  humanity  and  policy. 
Ambrose  produced  these  consequences  by  acting  in  the  true  capacity 
of  a  Christian  minister,  for  he  reformed  the  criminal  by  a  direct 
appeal  to  his  own  heart.  A  political  preacher,  in  the  same  circnm- 
stimces,  would  have  inflamed  the  sanguinary  passions  of  the  monarch 
by  exaggerating  the  treason  of  the  Thessalonians,  and  counseling  the 
military  execution  of  all  who  presumed  to  sympathize  in  their  suffer- 
ings. 

You  will  see,  I  think,  the  distinction  I  would  make.  A  gospel 
preacher  addresses  the  conacienco  of  his  hearers  for  the  honest  pur- 
pose of  converting  them  from  the  error  of  their  ways — a  political 
preacher  speaks  to  one  community,  one  party,  or  one  sect,  and  his 
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for  it :  either  the  eridence  by  which  the  apostlaa  were  able  to  prore 
the  snpematnrBl  origin  of  the  gospel  vaa  oyerwhelmiag  and  irresist- 
ible, or  else  its  propagation  was  provided  for  and  carried  on  by  the 
direct  aid  of  the  Divine  Being  himself.  Between  these  two,  infidelity 
may  make  its  own  choice. 

Just  here  another  dilemma  presents  its  horns  to  oar  adrersary.  If 
Christianity  was  a  human  fabrication,  its  aathors  mast  have  been 
cither  good  men  or  bad.  It  ia  a  moral  impossibility— a  mere  contra- 
diction in  terms — to  say  that  good,  honest,  and  tme  men  practiced  a 
gross  and  willfnl  deception  upon  the  world.  It  is  equally  incredible 
that  any  combination  of  knaves,  howerer  base,  would  fraudulently 
conooct  a  religious  system  to  denounce  themselves,  and  to  invoke  the 
curse  of  God  npon  their  owe  conduct.  Uen  that  love  lies,  love  not 
snch  lies  as  that.  Ia  there  any  way  out  of  this  difficulty,  except  by 
confessing  that  Christianity  is  what  it  purports  to  be — a  divine  revela- 
tion ? 

The  acceptance  of  Christianity  by  a  large  portion  of  the  generation 
contemporary  with  its  Fonnder  and  hia  apostles  was,  ander  the  cir- 
comstances,  an  adjudicatioD  as  solemn  and  authoritative  as  mortal 
intelligence  conld  prononnce.  The  record  of  that  judgment  has  come 
down  to  us,  accompanied  by  the  depositions  of  the  principal  witnesses. 
In  the  course  of  eighteen  centuries  many  efforts  have  been  made  to 
open  the  judgment  or  set  it  aside  on  the  ground  that  the  evidence  was 
insufficient  to  snpport  it.  But  on  every  rehearing  the  vrisdom  and 
virtue  of  mankind  have  reaffirmed  it.  And  now  comes  Mr.  logersoll, 
to  try  the  experiment  of  another  bold,  bitter,  and  fierce  reorgament. 
I  will  present  some  of  the  considerations  which  would  compel  me,  if  I 
were  a  judge  or  juror  in  the  cause,  to  decide  it  just  as  it  was  decided 
originally : 

1.  There  is  no  good  reason  to  doubt  that  the  statcmente  of  the 
evangelists,  aa  we  have  them  now,  are  genuine.  The  multiplication 
of  copies  was  a  sufficient  guarantee  against  any  material  alteration  of 
the  text.  Mr.  Ingersoll  speaks  of  interpolations  made  by  the  fathers 
of  the  Church.  All  he  knows  and  all  be  has  ever  heard  on  that  sub- 
ject is  that  some  of  the  innumerable  transcripts  contained  errors  which 
were  discovered  and  corrected.  That  simply  proves  the  present  integ- 
rity of  the  documents. 

3.  I  call  these  statements  depoaitioni,  because  they  are  entitled  to 
that  kind  of  credence  which  we  give  to  declarations  made  under  oath 
— ^bnt  in  a  much  higher  degree,  for  they  arc  more  than  sworn  to. 
They  were  made  in  the  immediate  prospect  of  death.  Perhaps  this 
would  not  affect  the  conscience  of  an  atheiEt>— neither  would  an  oath 
— bat  these  people  manifestly  believed  in  a  judgment  after  death, 
before  a  God  of  tmtb,  whose  displensure  they  feared  above  all  things. 

3.  The  vritnesses  coold  not  have  been  mistaken.     The  natore  of 
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pontion  has  grown  so  mighty  that  its  little  finger  u  thicker  than  the 
loins  of  the  Oommonwealth  which  created  it.  I  do  not  say  that  it 
bestrides  yoar  narrow  State  like  a  Colossus,  tor  the  ancient  Oolossns  of 
Bhodes  was  but  the  image  of  a  pigmy  in  comparison  to  this  CoIosbqs 
of  railroads.  Her  stride  is  across  the  continent  from  ocean  to  ocean. 
Her  head  is  in  the  clonds,  and  the  arms  of  her  gigantic  power  stretch 
out  on  either  side  from  one  horizon  to  the  other. 

I  hope  my  very  good  and  most  amiable  friend  from  the  city  (Mr. 
Cnyler)  will  take  no  exception  to  what  I  am  saying.  I  wonld  fain 
speak  no  evil,  either  of  him  or  hia  clients.  I  know  that  he  nerer 
tampered  with  the  Legislatare,  and  never  advised  anybody  else  to  do 
so.  On  his  brow  such  a  shame  as  that  wonld  be  a  shame  to  sit.  Nor 
am  I  complaining  of  the  corporators  themselves.  I  will  take  it  for 
granted,  if  he  asserts  it,  that  there  is  not  a  man  belonging  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  that  wonld  not  ran  away  from  any  proposition 
to  make  money  for  it  or  by  it  He  may  say,  if  he  pleases,  that  they 
have  impoverished  themselves  by  going  abont  to  do  good  for  the  pub- 
lic, or  that,  it  they  have  a  little  more  than  their  share  of  wealth,  it  has 
been  thrust  upon  them  against  their  will.  But  this  I  do  say,  that  the 
several  Legislatures  which  have  stripped  me  and  my  fellow-citizens  of 
ottr  jnst  rights,  to  clothe  this  corporation  with  imperial  power,  were 
treacherous  to  their  duty  and  basely  unfaithful  to  their  high  trusts. 

Other  corporations  have  powers  similarly  bestowed  and  nearly  as 
great  Four  of  them  have  had  the  advantage  of  the  loose  legislation 
at  Harrisburg,  so  as  to  secure  monopolies  a  thousand  fold  more  op- 
pressive than  that  which  made  the  name  of  Sir  Giles  Overreach  info- 
mous  in  the  dramatic  literature  of  Eugland.  What  was  the  ezclosive 
privilege  of  selling  sweet  wines  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  compared  to 
the  power  which  puts  ite  own  price  upon  every  basketfol  of  anthracite 
coal  that  is  consamed  in  a  country  like  this  ? 

All  of  the  companies  represented  in  this  body — nay,  my  friend  on 
the  left  (Ur.  Oowen)  need  not  protest.  I  do  not  say  that  the  Beading 
Railroad  is  represented  here.  He  represents  the  same  constitnent 
body  that  I  do ;  he  is  as  faithful  as  I  am ;  and  we  are  both  as  true  as 
ateeL  But  I  have  some  idea  that  my  learned  friend  on  the  right  (Mr. 
Cnyler)  is  or  was  once  connected — most  honorably,  of  course — with 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  as  counsel. 

Hr.  CuTLBB :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  my  learned 
friend  that  I  have  had  his  assistance  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Black  :  Tme ;  those  gentlemen,  or  some  of  them,  have  been 
my  clients,  and  I  desire  to  speak  respectfully  of  them  for  that  reason, 
if  for  no  other.  They  have  been,  and  they  probably  will  he  again, 
when  they  have  a  perfectly  good  and  just  case,  and  want  a  thoronghly 
honest  lawyer.     [Laughter  and  applause.] 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  nufaitkfidness  of  the  Legislature  is  the  sab- 
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man  should  h&Te  a  f&ir  trial ;  bat  be  voold  ase  no  falsehood  to  guo 
it ;  he  was  trne  to  the  conrt  aa  irell  as  to  the  client.  He  was  the  least 
mercenar;  of  all  lawyers ;  a  large  proportion  of  hia  bnsiness  was  done 
for  nothing. 

Ontside  of  bis  familj  he  seldom  spoke  of  bis  religions  opinions. 
He  was  not  accostomed  to  give  in  bis  experience — never  at  all  to  me. 
He  firmly  believed  in  the  morality  of  the  New  Testament,  and  in  no 
other  system.  If  yon  ask  whether  be  practiced  it  perfectly,  I  ask  in 
retnm,  Who  has  P  Certainly  not  yon  or  L  He  was  a  gentle  censor 
of  oar  fonlta ;  let  as  not  be  rigid  with  his.  One  thing  is  certain :  bis 
bith  in  his  own  f  atore  was  strong  enough  to  meet  death  as  calmly  as 
be  wonld  expect  the  visit  of  a  friend.  Upward  of  a  year  since  his 
physicians  told  him  that  he  woold  certainly  die  in  a  few  months,  and 
be  knew  tbey  were  right ;  bat,  with  that  inevitable  doom  coming  visibly 
nearer  every  day,  be  went  aboat  his  baainess  with  a  spirit  as  cheerfnl 
as  if  be  had  a  long  lease  of  life  before  him. 

I  think  for  certain  reasons  that  my  personal  loss  is  greater  than 
the  rest  of  yon  have  snflered.  But  that  is  a  "  fee  grief  due  to  my  par- 
ticatar  breast."  It  is  enoagb  to  say  for  myself  that  I  did  love  the 
man  in  his  lifetime,  and  do  honor  hia  memory  now  that  be  is  dead. 
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them  iritb  a  storm  of  i>eraonal  detraction.  The  air  was  filled  frith 
falsehood ;  the  atmosphere  vaa  satarated  with  slaDder,  the  voice  of  truth 
was  drowned  in  "the  load  roar  of  foaming  calumny."  This  cmsade 
was  conducted  with  so  mach  vigor  and  sncceas  that  some  members  of 
the  Administration  were  pnrsned  into  private  life  by  the  rage  of  the 
partisan  mob,  and  thousands  of  the  worthiest  men  in  the  land  were 
actoall;  imprisoned  and  persecnted  almost  to  death,  for  nothing  worse 
than  expressing  a  friendly  opinion  of  them.  The  messages  of  the  Presi- 
dent  will  stand  for  ever  a  monnment  to  the  wisdom,  foresight,  and 
honest  patriotism  of  the  execntive  Administration,  while  history  wdl 
proclaim  tbrongh  all  time  the  dishonor  of  that  Congress  which  could 
answer  such  appeals  with  nothing  bnt  vituperation  and  insnlt 

It  was  at  SQch  a  juncture  that  Mr.  Stanton  was  appointed  to  take 
a  high  and  most  confidential  place  in  the  Administration.  His  lan- 
guage glowed  with  gratitnde,  his  words  spoke  all  the  fervor  of  personal 
devotion  to  his  chief  and  his  colleagues ;  he  gave  his  thorough  approval 
to  the  meoanres  which  they  thought  necessary  to  preserve  the  unity  of 
the  nation  in  the  bonds  of  peace.  Yet  yon  inform  us  that  be  did  im- 
mediately pot  himself  in  oommnnication  with  the  opposition  ;  sought 
out  you  and  others  whom  he  had  never  known  before,  and  songht  you 
solely  becanse  yon  were  enemies  of  the  Administration ;  offered  him- 
self as  your  spy,  and  did  act  for  yon  in  the  capacity  of  a  taLse  delator ; 
went  skuUdng  about  at  midnight  to  aid  yon  in  defeating  the  measures 
which  with  as  be  pretended  to  support ;  forgathered  with  yoor  secret 
committee,  and  gave  yoa  assistance  in  carrying  on  your  personal  war- 
faro  against  his  bene&ctors ;  nay,  worse  than  all  that,  he  helped  yoa 
to  trump  up  a  charge  of  treason  against  one  of  his  coUeagaes — a  charge 
which  he  knew  to  be  false — a  charge  for  which,  if  it  had  been  true, 
that  trusting  friend  might  lawfully,  and  would  deservedly,  have  been 
banged  by  the  neck  till  he  was  dead.  Oh  I  it  was  too  foul ;  it  was 
base  beyond  the  lowest  reach  of  comparison.  If  yonr  story  be  un- 
founded— if  Stanton,  after  all,  was  a  true  and  honorable  man — how  will 
you  answer  in  the  judgment  day  for  this  horrible  outrage  on  his  mem- 
ory and  on  the  feelings  of  hia  friends  ? 

"  If  thou  doat  aUnder  him  and  tortnro  ti«, 
Hev«r  prs7  more;  abandon  all  remone ; 
Od  horror's  bead  horron  accnmnlAte; 
For  nothiog  oonst  thoa  to  damnation  add 
Deeper  than  that." 

Bat  let  justice  be  done  though  the  heavens  shoold  fall.  Some,  A 
least,  of  your  statements  are  true,  unless  Mr.  Dawee,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr. 
Seward,  and  Mr.  Sumner  have  volunteered  to  help  yoo  by  Baorifiohig 
the  character  of  "the  great  Secretary." 
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diBgTKOe  yooiBelf  for  hia  amoseineQt  or  hia  malioe,  and  jod  pat  yonr 
name  to  it  irithont  knowing  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong.  This  re- 
Ueres  yoa  from  the  impotation  ot  deliberate  ialaebood ;  bat  why,  <di  I 
why  were  yon  ailly  enoagh  to  become  the  cat's-paw  ot  snob  a  misohieT- 
ooB  monkey  F 

I  have  spoken  munly  ol  the  Lonieiana  caae,  becanee  that  ia  the  one 
of  which  yon  oogbt  to  hare  some  special  knowledge.  Yoa  hare,  faow- 
erer,  gone  into  Florida,  and  tried  to  defend  the  deoiaion  in  faTor  ot 
that  frand.  As  might  hare  been  expected,  yon  make  a  bnngle  of  it. 
I  will  restate  the  points  as  held  by  the  Commission  so  far  as  yoa  aU 
tempt  to  indicate  them. 

Profc»siog  to  rindicate  the  great  principle  ot  State  rights,  the 
Commiseionera  forced  npon  Florida  electors  whom  the  State  had  re- 
jected when  she  made  her  own  choice,  and  against  whom  all  the  de- 
partmenta  of  her  goTeniment  had  proteated.  The  frandalent  naUity 
mannfaotored  by  two  caavasaing  officers  was  allowed  to  oatwetgh  the 
will  of  the  State,  as  expressed  by  her  exeoattTO,  her  Legialatnie,  and 
her  conrta,  aa  well  aa  the  solemn  Toioe  of  her  people  in  their  pri- 
mary capacity. 

The  Commission  inTested  the  canrassing  officers  with  judicial  ao* 
tbority,  and  held  that  their  certificate  was  the  decree  of  a  tnbanaL 
It  ia  perfectly  certain  that  by  the  law  of  the  State  the  canTaasing  offi- 
cers hare  no  saoh  power.  The  act  of  the  Legialatnre  does  not  gire  it 
to  them,  and  the  Snpreme  Conrt  of  the  State  had  decided  in  the 
most  emphatic  manner  that  their  daties  were  purely  ministeriaL 

The  Commissioners  went  another  stop.  Two  clerks  being  meta- 
morpboeed  into  jndges,  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  Stato,  it  was  next 
maintained  that  their  frandalent  act  was  as  good  as  an  honest  jodg- 
ment,  and  tbia  was  against  the  law  of  the  whole  cirilised  world. 

All  the  qaestions  of  law  and  tact  controverted  before  the  Commit 
aioners,  with  reference  to  the  rote  of  Florida,  had  been  adjudicated  t^ 
a  State  conrt  of  competent  joriadictioD  in  a  canae  between  the  same 
parties.  It  was  not  open  to  another  hearing.  But  the  eight  Gommis- 
sionera,  reckless  of  their  plain  daty,  or  not  onderstanding  it,  thoagh 
warned  by  their  brethren,  made  a  decision  diametrically  opponte,  and 
the  fraud  that  had  been  legally  crushed  was  restored  to  another  life. 

It  might  be  possible  for  a  very  ingeniona  man  to  glosa  orer  tbeee 
uiomalouB  rnlings  with  some  appearance  of  plaosibility.  But  your 
argnment  only  sets  them  in  a  worse  light  Your  weak  and  awkward 
defense  ot  them  will  conflnce  any  intelligent  man  who  reads  it  that 
they  are  wholly  indefensible.  It  the  Comrniasioners  were  not  ashamed 
of  their  errors  before,  they  must  hare  blushed  when  they  saw  them 
supported  by  sooh  twaddle  as  yours. 

You  are  natorally  offended  by  my  reference  to  the  conduct  of  Ur. 
Sherman's  visiting  committee,  of  whioh  yoa  were  one.    Yoa  oaU  it 
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614  FORENSIC. 

are  now  trjing  to  take  it  The  experience  of  the  whole  world  in  all 
time  shows  that  the  want  of  home  rule  is  the  want  of  everything  else 
that  ia  honest  and  fair.  Rolers  forced  npon  a  people  are  never  jnst. 
It  is  as  certain  as  the  rising  of  the  enn  to-morrow  that  if  the  people 
are  pnt  nnder  foot  they  will  be  trampled  down  without  mercj.  And 
their  total  destmctiou  will  be  accomplished  very  soon.  Tbey  can  not 
stand  what  South  Carolina  did ;  there  is  no  "  t«n  yean  of  good  steal- 
ing "  there. 

YI.  No  reasonable  man  can  jostify  or  even  ezcnse  anch  enact- 
ments as  those  proposed  io  the  new  bill  now  pending  before  yon, 
nnless  it  be  assumed  that  the  people  of  Utah  have  no  rights  that  a 
white  man  is  bound  to  respect 

It  appoints  a  commission  to  perform  the  functions  of  the  Legislat- 
ure and  to  redistrict  the  Territory.  The  apparent  purpose  of  this  is 
to  gerrymander  the  districts  so  as  to  give  the  minority  control  of  the 
legislative  body.  With  a  majority  of  nearly  twenty  to  one,  the  com- 
mission will  find  the  way  to  that  object  so  steep  and  crooked  that  they 
scarcely  can  hope  to  reach  it  But  the  cunning  man  who  drew  this 
bill  inserted  a  provision  that  the  "  existing  election  districts  and  ap- 
portionments of  representation  concerning  members  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  ore  hereby  abolished."  There  can  be  no  election  at  all  for 
members  of  the  liCgislatare  unleas  new  districts  are  made  by  this  com- 
mission. By  simply  declining  to  act  it  can  extinguish  the  Territorial 
L^islatare  altogether.  That  was  the  very  trick  by  which  the  electioa 
of  the  Territorial  officers  was  defeated  last  August.  The  Edmunds' 
bill  declared  that  all  re^tration  and  election  offices  shonld  be  vacant 
nntil  they  were  filled  by  appointments  of  certain  commisaiooera. 
Those  commissioners  would  not  make  any  appointments  until  after 
the  time  for  holding  the  election  had  passed,  aud  so  there  was  do  elec- 
tion. To  expect  that  the  same  game  will  not  be  played  over  again 
requires  the  charity  that  believeth  all  things.  This  bill  would  pat 
the  extinction  of  the  Territori^  Legislature  into  the  power  of  a  single 
member  of  the  commission,  for  the  redistricting  is  to  be  done,  not  by 
a  majority,  bat  by  all,  aud  a  dissent  of  one  would  make  the  action  of 
the  others  inoperative. 

It  would  be  wearisome  to  say  what  might  be  said  about  those  parts 
of  this  bill  which  authorize  a  person  to  be  kidnapped  and  held  as  a 
witness  who  has  not  been  subpcenaed  or  notified,  its  subjection  of  pri- 
vate papers  to  noreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  or  the  inhaman  dia- 
regard  which  it  shows  of  family  feeling,  and  the  sanctities  of  private 
life,  by  compelliog  men  and  women  lawfully  married  to  testify  against 
one  another. 

VII.  These  enactments,  made  and  proposed,  are  in  the  main  a 
comprehensive  bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  not  against  persons  guilty 
or  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  polygamy  or  any  other  hurtful  crime,  but 
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THE  SOUTH  CAROLINA  CASE. 

BETOBC  TBI   KLKOTOXU.   OOIUIBBIOV. 

Mr.  Preaideni  and  OentlenuH : 

I  hikd  not,  and  hare  not  DOir,  any  intentioD  to  srgne  this  tmeb.  I 
never  heard  the  objections  nor  knew  what  they  were  notil  they  were 
read  in  yoar  presence  this  mominf^.  It  would  be  presumption  in  m« 
to  attempt  an  argnmeot  before  a  tribunal  like  this  on  socb  a  case  as 
this,  having  had  no  previoos  opportantty  to  consider  it,  which  might 
pat  me  in  a  condition  better  than  the  judges  them8elre&  Yon  have 
heard  as  much  ot  this  case  and  know  as  much  about  it  as  I  do. 

Uy  idea  of  the  duty  which  a  counselor  o^es  to  a  court  or  to  any 
other  tribnnal,  judicial  or  quasi-judicial,  is  that  he  should  never  open 
his  month  except  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  judges  in  coming  to 
a  correct  conclusion ;  and  it  he  is  not  in  a  situation  to  do  that  he 
ought  to  keep  silence. 

Besides  that,  I  am,  I  suppose,  the  very  last  man  in  this  whole  na- 
tion who  should  be  called  upon  to  speak  here  and  now.  Everybody 
has  suffered  more  or  less  by  events  and  proceedings  of  the  recent  paet, 
some  by  wear  and  tear  of  conscience,  and  some  by  a  deep  sense  of  o^ 
pression  and  wrong.  But  perhaps  I,  more  thui  most  others,  have  f^t 
the  conscionsnesa  that  I  have  lost  the  dignity  of  an  American  oitizeo. 
I,  in  common  with  the  rest,  am  degraded  and  humiliated.  This  nation 
has  got  her  great  big  foot  in  a  trap.  It  is  vain  to  struggle  for  her  ei- 
trication. 

I  am  so  fallen  &om  the  proud  estate  of  a  free  citizen,  you  have  so 
abjected  me,  that  I  am  fit  for  nothing  on  earth  bnt  to  represent  the 
poor,  defrauded,  broken-hearted  Democracy.  And  because  I  suffer 
more,  they  think  me  more  good  for  nothing  than  the  rest,  and  con- 
clude to  send  me  out  on  this  forlorn  hope,  judging,  no  doubt  truly, 
that  it  matters  not  what  becomes  of  me.  I  ought  to  go  gladly  if 
anything  which  I  can  do  or  say  might  have  the  eSect  of  mitigating  the 
horrible  calamity  with  which  the  country  is  threatened  ;  a  President 
deriving  his  title  from  a  shameless  swindle,  not  merely  a  fraud,  but 
a  fraud  detected  and  exposed.  I  know  not  how  I  would  feel  if  called 
upon  to  suffer  death  for  my  country.  I  am  not  the  stuff  that  martyn 
are  made  of,  but  if  my  life  could  redeem  this  nation  from  the  infamy 
with  which  she  is  clothed,  I  ought  to  go  to  the  grave  as  freely  as  I  ever 
went  to  my  bed.  I  see,  however,  no  practical  good  that  I  can  do,  and 
it  is  mere  weakness  to  complain. 

We  have  certtun  objections  to  the  counting  of  this  Hayes  vot» 
from  Sonth  Carolina  which  look  to  me  insuperable,  but  I  can  not 
hope  that  they  will  wear  that  appearance  in  other  men's  eyes.  Per- 
haps the  feeling  which  I,  in  common  with  millions  of  others,  entertain 
on  ibis  subject  prevents  os  from  seeing  this  thing  in  its  tme  li^t 
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FORENSIC.  621 

Tonee  herself  up  like  a  strong  man  after  sleep,  and  shake  her  invincible 
locks  iD  a  fashion  ;oa  little  think  of  now.  Wait :  retribution  will 
come  in  due  time.  Jnstioe  trarels  with  a  leaden  heel,  but  strikes  with 
an  iron  hand.  God's  mill  grinds  slow,  bat  dreadfully  fine.  Wait  till 
the  flood-gate  is  lifted,  and  a  full  head  of  water  oomea  mshing  on. 
Wait  and  yon  will  see  fine  grinding  then. 
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